REMARKS 

Applicant respectfully requests reconsideration of this application as amended. 
Claims 1-21 are pending in the application. Claims 1, 12 and 23 have been amended. No 
claims have been added. No claims have been canceled. 

The Examiner objected to Claims 1-23 because of informalities. Specifically, the 
Examiner indicated that the abbreviation "LPS'' should be spelled out in each of the 
independent claims. Applicant has amended Claims 1, 7, 12 and 23. Therefore, 
Applicant respectfully requests the Examiner to withdraw the objection. 

Applicant has also amended Claim 7 to correct a spelling error. Applicant 
respectfully submits that no new matter has been added and such an amendment would 
have been made earlier had the first action allowance not occurred. 

The Examiner objected to the Abstract. Applicant has amended the abstract to 
overcome the objection. AppUcant respectfully requests the Examiner to withdraw the 
objection. 

Accordingly, Applicant respectfully submits that the objections to the claims and 
the abstract have been overcome by the amendments and the remarks and withdrawal of 
these rejections is respectfully requested. Applicant submits that Claims 1-23 as 
amended are in condition for allowance and such action is earnestly solicited. 
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Please charge any shortages and credit any overcharges to our Deposit Account 
No. 02-2666. 

Respectfully submitted, 

BLAKELY, SOKOLOFF, TAYLOR & ZAFMAN LLP 



Dated: 



2004 



Michael J. Mallie 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 36,591 



12400 Wilshire Boulevard 
Seventh Floor 

Los Angeles, CA 90025-1026 
(408) 720-8598 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited 
with the United States Postal Service as first class mail with 
sufficient postage in an envelope addressed to the 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450 Alexandria, VA 
22313-1450 on 
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Angola M. Quinn 



Date 
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